
IOWA STATE COMMODITY ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING 
 
 
The Iowa State Commodity Advisory Council met at the Crown Point Center in Johnston, 
Iowa on Friday, February 27, 2004.  Connie White and Stephanie Dross, Co-Chairmen, 
called the meeting to order at 9:00 am.  Council Members attending were: Connie White, 
Amy Lien, Sharon Cue, Suzy Ketelsen, Kayle Constant, Denise Bridges, Stephanie 
Dross, Candy Anderson, Terri Denkman and Dean Flaws.  Edie Hambright, Nann 
Canfield and Marlene Minear were excused. 
 
The processing companies then proceeded to make their presentations.  The presenters 
and order were: 
 

1. Robert Dagosta representing Carl Buddig Meats 
2. Linda Norton representing Total Ultimate Foods 
3. Gary Bornmueller representing Horizon Snack/Tyson/Danee Co. 
4. Gary Downey representing Pierre 
5. Larry Hohenshell representing Quick to Fix 
6. Mike Merrick representing Michael Foods 
7. Steve Atchison/Len Kretchman representing Café Favorites 

 
It was decided to proceed with the meeting and not break for lunch.  Business meeting 
was called to order at 11:03 am. 
 
Business Items: 

1. Roll Call 
2. Approval of minutes from October 17, 2003.  Minutes were approved as read and 

seconded. 
3. Information sheets updated. 
4. Vouchers and claim sheets completed and collected. 
5. Date for fall meeting was set for October 15, 2004 
6. Bid meeting date will be April 16, 2004 at 1:30.  Meeting to take place at 

Callahan Middle School, 3010 Center St. DesMoines. Dean will distribute a map 
with directions prior to the meeting date. 

7. Handouts and Miscellaneous 
 
Discussion Items: 

1. Addendum to agenda: 
Net off Invoice:  Dean briefly explained the new process that is being considered.  
The processor would sell the end product to the distributor at a gross price who 
then would sell it to the schools at a net price. The distributor would then pay the 
processor the net price by taking the value pass through amount off the invoice.  
Program is currently being looked at for accountability issues.  The ACDA 
(American Commodity Distribution Association) will be involved in the 
development of the program.  As Dean learns more about the program, he will 
share the information with us. 



 
2. Processed Presentations were discussed. Dean to follow-up with the presenters. 
3. Current processed commodity items were reviewed and discussed.  The council 

agreed that no items would be deleted for now.  Dean shared that the Smoothie, 
Xcoolers, and Turnovers are not used well, but that we will keep them for now. 

4. Spring Bids for this year to be looked at are: Chicken Nuggets, Chicken Tenders, 
Grilled Cheese Sandwich, PNB Sandwich, and Clark’s Dressings.  Items added to 
look at are Beef Crumbles, Whole Turkeys and Pasta items with whole dry milk. 

5. Continuing 6 commodity deliveries for next year was discussed.  The council as a 
whole felt it had gone well and has helped some districts with limited storage 
space.  Dean shared the following information, deliveries cannot start until after 
August 16 and each delivery cycle takes 5 weeks to complete. 

6. ICN classes and ordering over the Internet continues to improve.  85-89% of 
schools are ordering from the Internet.  There are still some issues with using 
update and certify when ordering.  People are still having trouble with timing out. 

7. ISFSA dates are set for June 28-30 in Des Moines and there will be no 
Commodity Daze.  Ideas were presented and discussed on how we will use the 
trade show to show off commodity items with the vendors assisting.  Booths will 
need to be marked with a sign to assist people in finding the commodity items.  
The council is going to look into a Bingo Game with prizes to help facilitate 
people looking for the items.  Prizes then could be awarded for completed Bingo 
Cards.  Further discussion of this will take place at the April 16 meeting.  Denise 
Bridges to look into signs, Candy Anderson to look into development of Bingo 
Cards and Dean Flaws to seek prizes from vendors. 

8. Eastside Entrees were discussed.  Dean shared there have been issues with 
delivery of product.  They have hired a new broker to assist with this and we are 
looking for the situation to improve. 

9. Food Preference Survey results was shared.  The survey was sent out to 10% of 
the school districts and the Urban 8.  45/68 surveys were returned.  The 
committee approved the results. 

10. Spring activities were discussed.  Healthy Kids programs scheduled for spring.  It 
was talked about having one in the summer and not on a Saturday and that might 
help attendance.  Not everyone can or wants to attend on a Saturday. 

11. Dean shared the results of the Irradiation Survey. 169 surveys were returned.  
Results were 100-no/69 yes they would buy it if it were offered.  Dean stated we 
will need to look at bringing some in and offering it to schools with that much 
interest shown. 

12. Problems continue to plaque peanut butter slices and none have been offered for 
ordering. 

13. The Council agreed to not pursue the containers for the Gold Kist popcorn 
chicken.  The product continues to be a good item, but no one felt the cost of the 
containers is a viable option. 

14. The Council is going to look at SMI guidelines that are used by the state.  Being 
aware of these and using them to assist us in the choosing of processed items will 
assist us in helping us all meet our targets. 



15. Dean shared the February Commodity Newsletter highlights.  He is planning on 
having the first delivery order out in May before people leave for the summer.  He 
also shared the last delivery will be coming in April. 

16. Under Miscellaneous several items were discussed. 
a. Everyone is urged to look at the USDA website and see what it has to 

offer. 
b. Dean shared two concerns about commodity items. One was a concern 

about quality of a case of Grilled Cheese Sandwiches, the other a concern 
about quality of a case of East Side cheese sauce. 

c. Members received samples of Sunny Fresh Egg products and it was 
decided not to pursue these at this time. 

d. Some comments have been received about mixed pallets of frozen and 
canned items from Keck.  Dean to look into this. 

 
There being no further business, Connie and Stephanie moved to adjourn at 1:45 pm.  All 
members approved. 
 
 
Submitted by: 
Denise Bridges 
Atlantic Community Schools 
712-243-4281 
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